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Nomenclature of Kalopanax septemlobus (Thunberg ex Murray) Koidzumi is clarified. Infraspecific taxa 
of the species were revised, and one subspecies and one form are recognized. New combinations for them are 
proposed, i.e., subsp. lutchuensis (Nakai) Ohashi and f. maximowiczii (Van Houtte) Ohashi. The lectotype of 
K. richinifolium var. lutchuense Nakai is selected. 


Nomenclature of Kalopanax septemlobus 

Nomenclatural relations between Acer pictum 
Thunberg ex Murray and A. septemlobum Thunberg 
ex Murray were clarified in my previous paper (Ohashi 
1993). Acer pictum is based on UPS-THUNB 24084 
and this type is referable to Acer of the Aceraceae, 
while A. septemlobum is based on UPS-THUNB 
24085 and its type belongs to Kalopanax of the 
Araliaceae. Thunberg (1784) described these two 
species for the first time in his Flora Japonica which 
was published in August 1784, but these names were 
effectively published by Murray (1784) earlier than 
the Thunberg’s work. Murray’s Systema Vegetabilium 
ed. 14 quoted these names from the manuscript of the 
Flora Japonica and is published in May or June 1784. 

Nakai (1927), however, considered that A. pictum 
was published first in Thunberg’s Kaempfers 
Illustratus II (in Nova Acta Reg. Soc. Sci. Upsal. 4 : 
36), because, according to him, it was published in 
1783. He confirmed that the type of this A. pictum is 
UPS-THUNB 24085. Then, Nakai (1927) proposed a 
new combination, K. pictus (Thunb.) Nakai, for the 
plant described by Thunberg as A. septemlobum in his 


Flora Japonica (1784). But, his treatment is erro¬ 
neous, though it has been supported by many suc¬ 
ceeding taxonomists, especially by Rehder (1940) 
and Hara (1986). The Kaempfers Illustratus II was 
published later than the Systema Vegetabilium ed. 
14 and Flora Japonica (Stafleu 1967), and, more¬ 
over, it was in or later than October 1784 (Wijnarids 
1990). Therefore, K. pictus (Thunb.) Nakai is illegiti¬ 
mate, and K. septemlobus is the oldest and correct 
name for the plant usually known as K. pictus or K. 
septemlobus. 

Notes on infraspecific taxa of K. septemlobus 

Three infraspecific taxa are recorded in Kalopanax 
pictus or K. septemlobus, i.e., var. lutchuensis, var. 
magnificus, and var. magnificus f. maximowiczii■ All 
or one of them have usually been recognized in Japan 
as distinct as shown in the bibliography of the taxa 
treated in this paper, though rarely considered as 
identical with the mother species (Kitamura and 
Murata 1971). These are usually distinguished by the 
shape and texture of leaves and degree of pubescence 
on the lower surface of leaves. The lower surface of 
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leaves of K. septemlobus are usually pale-brown 
villose on nerves and tufted villose at the basal axil of 
the main nerves. On mature leaves, such hairs on 
nerves are scarce in var. septemlobus and dence in 
var. magnificus, while glabrous in var. lutchuensis. 
Leaves of var. lutchuensis are usually (3-)5-lobed 
(though different from the lectotype), thick chart- 
aceous and lustrous on the upper surfaces, while 
others are usually 5-7-lobed, chartaceous and not 
lustrous. Deeply lobed leaves are found in var. 
septemlobus and var. magnificus, but not in var. 
lutchuensis. Var. lutchuensis is an endemic form 
growing at places of lower altitude and in higher 
temperature in Ryukyu islands in contrast with the 
habitat of var. septemlobus. Areas of distribution are 
separated between these varieties. On the other hand, 
var. magnificus is merely a hairy form of var. 
septemlobus. The diagnostic characters for these 
infraspecific taxa appear to be adaptive, but the taxa 
are distinct. I think var. lutchuensis is geographically 
separated subspecies of K. septemlobus and var. 
magnificus f. maximowiczii is a morphological form 
of K. septemlobus. 

Taxonomic treatments 

Kalopanax septemlobus (Thunb. ex Murray) 
Koidzumi in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 39 : 306 (1925); Miyabe 
et Kudo, Icon. Ess. For. Tr. Hokkaido 3 : 35, t. 78 
(1930); Ohwi, FI. Jap. 835 (1953); 1. c. ed. Engl. 666 
(1965); Makino New Ill. FI. Jap. 431, f. 1722 (1961); 
Hunt in Curtis Bot. Mag. 81 : 141 (1977); Hoo et 
Tseng in FI. Reip. Pop. Sin. 54 : 76 (1978); S.Y. Hu in 
J. Arn. Arb. 61 : 84 (1980); C.J. Tseng in Acta Phyt. 
Sin. 22 : 428 (1984); Wijnands in Taxon 39 : 536 
(1990). 

Acer septemlobum Thunb. ex Murray, Syst. Veg. 
ed. 14, 912 (May/June 1784); Thunb., FI. Jap. 162 
(Aug. 1784). Lectotype: UPS-THUNB 24085 (Hara 
1986, Wijnands 1990). 

K. autumnalis Koidz. in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 37: 58 


(1923). 

K. pictus Nakai, FI. Sylv. Korea 16 : 34 (1927), 
nom. illegit., ut sphalm. comb, nov., excl. A. pictum 
Thunb.; Rehder, Man. Cult. Tr. Shr. ed. 2,675 (1940); 
Hara, Enum. Sp. Jap. 3 : 286 (1954), in J. Jpn. Bot. 61 : 
358 (1986); Kurata in Ill. Important For. Tr. Jap. 186, 
pi. 93 (1964); Ohwi, FI. Jap. ed. rev. 968 (1965); 
Kitam. et Murata, Col. Ill. Woody PI. Jap. 1: 188 
(1971), excl. var. maximowiczii', Hatusima, Woody 
PI. Jap. 505 (1976); Hatusima, Kagoshima-ken 
Syokubutsu Mokuroku 96 (1978); 1. c. ed. rev. 120 
(1986); Kitagawa, Ohwi FI. Jap. 1091 (1983); 
Yamazaki in Wild FI. Jap. Wood. 2 : 120 (1989); 
Hatusima, FI. N. Ryukyus 121 (1991). 
subsp. septemlobus var. septemlobus. 
f. septemlobus. 

Distribution: Japan (Hokkaido, Honshu, Shikoku, 
Kyushu), S. Kuriles, S. Sakhalin, Ussuri, Korea and 
China. 

f. maximowiczii (Van Houtte) H. Ohashi, stat. 
nov. 

Aralia maximowiczi Van Houtte, FI. Serres 20 : 39 
(1874). 

K. ricinifolium var. magnificus Zabel in Garten- 
welt. 11 : 535 (1907). 

K. pictus var. magnificus (Zabel) Nakai, FI. Sylv. 
Korea. 16: 36 (1927); Hara, Enum. Sp. Jap. 3: 287 
(1954). 

K. septemlobus var. magnificus (Zabel) Hand.- 
Mzt., Symb. Sin. 7(3): 699 (1933). 

K. septemlobus var. maximowiczii (Van Houtte) 
Hand.-Mzt., 1. c. 699 (1933). 

K. pictus var. magnificus f. maximowiczi (Van 
Houtte) Hara in Bot. Mag. Tokyo 50 : 365 (1936); 
Enum. Sp. Jap. 3 : 288 (1954). 

Distribution: Japan (Hokkaido and Honshu), Ko¬ 
rea and China. 

subsp. lutchuensis (Nakai) Ohashi, stat. nov. 

K. ricinifolium Mig. var. lutchuense Nakai in 
Journ. Arn. Arb. 5: 13 (1924). Lectotype (designated 
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here), J. Matumura s.n., insl. Okinawa (TI). 

K. pictus var. lutchuensis (Nakai) Nemoto, FI. Jap. 
Suppl. 528 (1936); Hatusima in J. Jpn. Bot. 24: 83 
(1949), FI. Ryukyus 447 (1971); Ohwi, FI. Jap. ed. 
rev. 968 (1965); Walker, FI. Okinawa 784 (1976); 
Hatusima, Woody PI. Jap. 505 (1976); Kitagawa, 
Ohwi FI. Jap. 1091 (1983,1992); Shimabuku, Check 
List Vase. FI. Ryukyu 330 (1990). 

K, septemlobus var. lutchuensis (Nakai) Ohwi, FI. 
Jap. ed. Engl. 667 (1965). 

Distribution: Japan (Ryukyus: Okinawa, Kume, 
Ishigaki, Iriomote). 
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